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was no believer in an ascetic doctrine of self-renuncia-
tion, but in a life of honest and delightful self-expression
attainable for all. Had he refused to sell his books and
teaching, he would in no sense have illustrated his sane
theory of life. He was no disbeliever in commerce and
exchange. What he sought to do was to deal fairly
with others, as bookseller, as owner of houses and other
property, and as buyer of goods and services. His
method of buying he explains in the beginning of " Unto
this Last," as illustrated in the case of domestic service.
He did not make labourers compete against one another
so as to get his labour at the lowest market price, but
fixed what he regarded as a reasonable wage, such wage
as would enable the worker to do his work in comfort
and with good-will towards his master, and chose the
best labour available at this price. This was the theory
of sound wages which he preached and practised, not
only in the treatment of domestic servants and other
workers whom he employed directly, but in the indirect
processes of buying commodities, by which also he
exercised power over men. If a picture was offered
him at a price he considered fair, and he had the means
to buy it, he paid the price; if he made an offer, it was
not the lowest offer which he thought might be accepted,
but one which he thought to represent the present value:
bargaining he utterly eschewed. It may be forcibly
urged that, when one abandons the arbitrament of the
market, no true standard of " fairness " in price or wages
remains. This criticism is strictly valid, and yet it does
not prevent us from tempering the harshness of market
competition in particular cases, and in applying a rough
personal standard of justice. The appointment Of most
highly skilled officials, as we have seen, implies the legi-eligious policy, and of a
